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Timeless Truth
What sin changes, faith overcomes.

Chapter Summary
(Have someone in your group read the summary section below.)

“I will…” --- words of covenant commitment and promise spoken by a sovereign 
God to Abraham. God’s master plan to restore us to Himself gets a fresh start 
with these words. God is determined to fulfill His promise in spite of the frailties 
and failures of His people. God chooses to create a new nation through Abraham, 
revealing Himself to, and working through this new community of faith. God 
promises Abraham saying: I will . . .
• Make your descendants into a great nation
• Give this nation a land in which to dwell
• Bless all other nations through the nation of Israel
And two thousand years later God’s Son was born, a descendant of Abraham, thus 
fulfilling the covenant promise. 

This chapter demonstrates a striking duality: God using broken people to fulfill 
His unbreakable promises. But on a day-to-day basis, God’s people continue to 
make bad choices that expose their ever-present sin nature. Abraham and Sarah, 
waiting for years for the child God promised, opt for a workaround to conceive an 
heir through Sarah’s servant, Hagar. Isaac and Rebekah raise a very dysfunctional 
family. Jacob perfects the “workaround method” by conniving and cheating his way 
through life.

But what sin changes, faith overcomes. In spite of their failures, God’s people 
respond in faith. Abraham picks up stakes and travels to a foreign land just because 
God said to. He gives his relative Lot the choice real estate having faith God would 
still bless him. Abraham and Sarah, through laughter and tears, finally see God 
fulfill his promise through the birth of a son, Isaac. In a dramatic episode, Abraham 
shows he is willing to go so far as sacrificing his only son, Isaac, just because he 
trusts God. This foreshadows the willingness of God to do the same to his own 
Son. The key verse of the chapter is: “Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it 
to him as righteousness.” Therein lays the Gospel itself.

His family continues to demonstrate faith. By faith, Isaac finds a wife for his son. 

Jacob, comes to faith after literally wrestling with God. By faith, Esau also shows 
Jacob grace and forgiveness. With every story, we are reminded that God works 
through flawed people who take steps of faith.

For Discussion
Icebreaker Question: Share a time when someone important in your life made a 

promise to you and kept it. Was there a time when someone failed to keep a 
promise? What was the result? (Use questions that best fit the needs of your 
group. Additional questions in The Story, pp.390-400.)

1. Chapter 2 of God’s story opens with God calling Abram to make the sacrifice 
of leaving a comfortable life: homeland, friends, family and steady income. 
Describe an experience when God has called you to do something similar. 
What was required of you to obey His instructions? What were the results?

2. God chose Abraham and his descendants to represent Him to others who did not 
yet know God. What parallels can you draw between Israel and the Church?

3. Consider God’s interaction with each character in chapter 2 of The Story. What 
patterns can you identify? What do these patterns reveal about the character 
of God?

4. Abraham serves as the example of justification by faith. Faith could be described 
as “trust in action based on God’s revelation.” Identify acts which demonstrate 
Abraham’s faith. What demonstrations of faith can you identify in your own 
life?

5. Abraham and Sarah waited 25 years for God to fulfill His promise of a child. 
Have you waited for a long period of time for God to act in a given situation? 
Are you waiting on something now? (Share the circumstance only if you are 
comfortable.) How might this example serve to encourage you? How can

the group best pray for you?

6. Hagar, the Egyptian maidservant, was treated harshly by Sarah, causing her to 
flee on two different occasions. What do you learn about God from observing 
His interactions with her?

7. In Abraham’s culture, a name said a lot about someone’s character. God makes 
His relationship with Abram and Sarai official by making a covenant with them 
and changing their names to Abraham and Sarah. How has your character 
changed since your relationship with God began?

8. Jacob said to Esau, “For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that 
you have received me favorably.” (p. 20) By showing grace to Jacob, Esau 
demonstrated God’s gracious character. To whom do you need to show grace?

In the time remaining ask your group members to share any of their personal 
reflection insights from their journal entries.

Closing Prayer

For Further Study


